
AP European History 
Summer Assignment 

  
1)  Obtain a copy of Machiavelli’s The Prince. This may be purchased at any 
bookstore or online. You may also view it online at: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1232/1232-h/1232-h.htm (start where it says 
“The Prince”) 
2)  Read the entirety of the book. It’s fairly short and succinct, but 
Machiavelli details what it means to be a “good” leader. I think you will find 
some of his conclusions both interesting and controversial. After it was 
published, the book was outlawed in many parts of Europe for roughly 200 
years. 
3)  Answer the short and long response questions on the following pages. 
They should be HANDWRITTEN (long response should be 1-2 pages). 
4)  This will be due the FIRST FRIDAY of the school year. 
5)  Expect to have a discussion on The Prince in the first two weeks of 
school. 
Answers must be neatly handwritten (if it is not legible, I cannot grade it).  
  
NOTE: THIS ASSIGNMENT IS TO BE DONE INDIVIDUALLY. Collaboration and 
outright plagiarism will not be tolerated. Use this as a chance to develop your 
own ideas and views on the world. 
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Short Answer Questions 
Please answer in complete sentences. There is no minimum requirement of 
writing here, just focus on answering the questions fully. Remember that this 
book was written centuries ago, while short and relatively easy to follow, it is 
your responsibility to look up any of the words you don’t know in order to 
understand the meaning behind the writing. ANSWERS MUST BE 
HANDWRITTEN. While this may seem annoying, the exam is a written exam. 
 
1)  Who is Machiavelli’s primary audience with this book? How do you think 
that influences his approach? 
2)  What are the three main types of states according to Machiavelli? 
Generalize his conclusions on them. 
3)  Why is depending on mercenaries and auxiliaries (allies) problematic? 
4)  According to Machiavelli, what is the most important art a prince should 
practice? Why? 
5)  Consider Machiavelli’s conclusion in Chapter 17. Do you agree with him? 
Why or why not? 
6)  How does Machiavelli justify his conclusions in The Prince?  Give an 
example of when he does this. 
7)  What do you think Machiavelli’s primary goal is in this book? 
8)  Hypothesize why you think this work was banned for centuries in many 
parts of Europe. Why do you think European leaders found it so dangerous? 
9)  Besides Chapter 17, challenge one of Machiavelli’s conclusions, using 
historical evidence to support why he might be wrong (this can come from 
any place / time period including modern times). 
10)  Once you have finished The Prince, how might Machiavelli answer the 
following: Why is history important to study?  Is history merely a collection of 
facts about the past or is it something else? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Long Response 
 
In preparation, please read The Prince first. I recommend watching the 47 
min documentary on Netflix called “How to Stage a Coup” to help you 
choose a European leader to focus your essay on. There are many to 
choose from, but as long as they are European and served a role in a 
European government, they will be fine for this essay. I also prefer you 
choose someone who was in power between 1450-2000, but it’s ok if you 
don’t. 
 
Answer the question below. Your answer will be scored on a rubric of 6 and 
will be based on the following criteria: 
 
1) Contextualization: Describe the world that Machiavelli lived in. This 

should be done in your opening paragraph. 
2) Thesis: One to two sentences at the end of your opening paragraph 

that makes an argument answering the question. 
3) Evidence: (1st point) Give at least two specific pieces of evidence that 

supports your argument from The Prince. (2nd point) Give at least two 
more points of evidence from outside The Prince. This will require some 
additional research (this should be about the leader you chose).  

4) Analysis: (1st point) Have a structured argument that supports your 
thesis logically. (2nd point) Discuss the nuance and complexity of the 
main argument.  

 
Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which a European leader of your choice used 
Machiavellian ideas in their ruling.  
  
 
Stuck? 
Watch this 
 
 
 
 
I’m looking forward to getting to know you all next year. AP Euro is an 
interesting class and I hope you’ll come to like it as much as I do. 
If you have any questions, please email me at emily.gonzalez@ocps.net. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GopSXFeOfcY
mailto:emily.gonzalez@ocps.net

